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The Church at Work
Catholic Human Services

Catholic Education

� e O�  ce for Community Development builds on the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia’s centuries-old commitment to people of the Philadelphia region by 
working to improve neighborhoods and the quality of life for all residents. 

As a result of a partnership between OCD and archdiocesan Catholic 
Health Care Services, last year Cardinal Justin Rigali dedicated St. John 
Neumann Place, which provides 75 units of independent senior housing. 
� e facility enables seniors to live in safe and a� ordable housing within their 
South Philadelphia neighborhood. 

In North Philadelphia OCD completed the rehabilitation of 17 vacant 
properties in St. Hugh of Cluny Parish. � e sale of the last home took place 
on March 12, 2009. OCD continues its work of preserving and improving 
neighborhoods as it participates in a planning process with the Visitation 
B.V.M. Parish community.

OCD is presently evaluating the adaptable reuse of other potential sites in 
the Archdiocese for senior housing.

Feeding children and the hungry is a year-round work of charity. � rough a 
variety of programs and with the help of many partners, Archdiocesan Nutri-
tional Development Services helped to provide 10,483,159 meals, surpassing 
the 10 million mark for the � rst time. � e fastest growing program is the 
a� er-school supper program, which increased by 47 percent last year. 

� e Community Food Program collected over 940,000 pounds of food 
from Archdiocesan schools, parishes and other service groups. � is program is 
also supported by the Catholic Charities Appeal and the Operation Rice Bowl 
collection. � rough these combined e� orts, more than $1.3 million worth of 
food was collected for area food cupboards and soup kitchens. 

NDS continues to work closely with the O�  ce of Catholic Education in 
wellness activities and in the development of a policy to respond to food al-
lergies. 

The Gospel commands to feed the hungry, heal 
the sick, comfort the dying and care for our brothers 
and sisters in moments of physical, material, and/or 
spiritual need comprise the heart of the mission of the 
Secretariat for Catholic Human Services. Each division 
of the secretariat responds to the changing needs of the 
community in the spirit of these Gospel mandates.

The agencies that collectively comprise Catholic 
Social Services have a long and rich tradition in the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. For over 200 years, 
Catholic Social Services has responded to the poor and 
to those in need, changing and adapting its programs 
as the needs of the people changed. More than 165,500 
men, women and children bene� tted from the services 
of Catholic Social Services in FY 2007-2008.

Highlights in 2007-2008 include:

Family Service Center in Montgomery County
provided food to 12,700 men, 
women and children. Volun-
teers from the community oper-
ate this food pantry.

School social workers based 
at the Family Service Center 
in Northeast Philadelphia pro-
vided support to 5,723 students 
of North Catholic and Little 
Flower high schools and their 
families.  

B uc k s  C ou nt y  Fa m i l y 
Service Center’s Postpartum 
Depression Program provided 
services to 1,206 women and 
their families.

Beacon Programs, located in 
a number of Catholic schools 
in the Philadelphia community, o� ered a� er-school, 
evening and weekend programs to 1,800 youths.  � is 
program provides a safe and stimulating environ-
ment in which children learn and develop leadership 
skills.

� e shelters operated by the Housing and Home-
less Services Division provided a safe place to stay for 
393 of Philadelphia’s homeless citizens, 64 of whom 
were children.

Women of Hope Programs provided compassion-

ate care to 64 homeless women with chronic mental 
illness. � e services enabled these women to live with 
dignity and respect.

92,932 meals were served to homeless men, women 
and children at Mercy Hospice and St. John’s Hospice.
Volunteers prepare many of the meals served.

667 hard-to-reach homeless men were served in St. 
John’s Hospice’s late night co� eehouse. Men unwill-
ing to enter a shelter receive a warm place to sleep and 
some refreshment.  

St. Edmond’s Home for Children built a therapeu-
tic swimming pool for the children with a gi�  from 
the Women’s Auxiliary of St. Edmond’s Home and a 
grant from the Connelly Foundation.

In response to increased health-care needs of some 
aging residents, Divine Providence Village relocated 
(its developmentally disabled) residents who su� er 
with dementia into one cottage to provide care that 
is more appropriate for this condition.

St. Gabriel’s System emphasized broader vocational 
education. Young men are given the opportunity to 

learn skills in culinary arts, 
automotive technology, auto 
collision repair and re� nishing 
technology and in the build-
ing trades, including general 
carpentry. � e goal is to give 
young men the skills they need 
to � nd a good job and live a 
productive life.

St. Vincent’s Home relo-
cated its residential services 
to the community. Forty-four 
adolescent girls receive secure 
shelter and social work inter-
ventions in three group homes. 
� irty adolescent mothers and 
their babies and pregnant 
teens receive services in two 

other community-based group homes.
St. Francis-St. Joseph Homes for Children opened 

its fourth Young Adult Program at Morrell House on 
the Bensalem campus. Designed to meet the needs 
of young men aging out of the child welfare system, 
the program focuses on life skills, vocational training 
and job experience. St. Francis-St. Joseph also created 
a new life-skills academy for young men ages 18 to 
21 to focus on GED preparation, job readiness and 
employment assistance.

Catholic Health Care Services o� ers both residential 
and community-based programs and services to seniors 
throughout the Archdiocese. Last year our caring, dedi-
cated sta�  cared for over 2,400 elders in six nursing homes 
as well as several independent and assisted living communi-
ties. In addition, 448 persons were assisted in the process 
of � nding a Catholic or other nursing home for a loved one 
and the Archdiocesan Parish Nurse Program conducted 
3,550 home visits to serve the community.

Highlights in 2007-2008 include:

� roughout the Catholic Health Care Services system, 
new computerized technologies were introduced to enable 
sta�  to more e�  ciently deliver quality services to residents. 
CareTracker involves wall-mounted touch screens located 

throughout resident units that allows sta�  to record resi-
dent care and provides accurate reports. 

A computerized pharmacy system provides medical 
management and e�  cient paperless documentation.

A former meeting room at Immaculate Mary Home 
was transformed into a cozy gathering place that includes 
a scenic water feature, working � replace and an entertain-
ment system with surround audio for movie showings. 
“Scoops,” a ‘50s-style ice cream parlor, is a favorite spot 
for residents. 

St. Monica Manor in South Philadelphia has incorpo-
rated weekly resident brunches that enrich socialization. 
� e Angel’s Touch program extends special support to 
residents who are experiencing life-threatening illness. � is 
end-of-life program includes therapeutic interventions as 
well as expert pain and symptom management.  

J ,   J , 

Schools across the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia participated in a number 
of events to highlight the historic mo-
ment for the Church of Philadelphia 
as the Bicentennial of the Archdiocese 
was celebrated. 

� e most magni� cent event, which 
included students from across the 
Archdiocese, included over 300 stu-
dents participating in a week-long 
Music Camp to prepare for the Bicen-
tennial Concert on Oct. 10, 2007 at 
the Kimmel Center in Philadelphia. 

A combination of 22 parish ele-
mentary and secondary schools from 
across the � ve-county region hosted 
Middle States re-accreditation teams 
to evaluate the progression of the 
school’s work on a variety of spiritual 
and academic programs.  

Ninety percent of the Catholic 
schools in the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia are Middle States accredited, 
which underscores the excellence to 
which all schools strive on a daily 
basis.

In October 2007, three schools 
were recognized as Blue R ibbon 
Schools which is a national honor. 
� ese schools included: St. Anastasia, 

Newtown Square; St. Ignatius of An-
tioch in Yardley; and Gwynedd Mercy 
Academy in Spring House.

Ten elementar y schools were 
awarded brand new, state-of-the art 
Science Labs funded by the Connelly 
and Sullivan Foundations with some 
financial support from each of the 
schools. 

� e program known as Lab Learner 
provides the students in grades pre-
K through eight the opportunity to 
learn science as they don lab coats and 
use � rst-class materials within a des-
ignated science lab. � ese hands-on 
opportunities enable even the young-
est students to grasp complicated con-
cepts within the science curriculum.  

Ongoing professional development 
is at the forefront of the work of our 
teachers and administrators as we 
continually focus on raising and im-
proving the level of rigor and relevance 
of all instructional areas.  

� e schools strive on a daily basis 
to deepen the Catholic identity of the 
school and provide for the students’ 
real-life learning in how to become a 
devout Catholic while learning the 
necessary academic areas that will 
make each student a positive contribu-
tor to the world of the 21st century. 
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