April 29, 2011

Please insert this information (long or short form) in your Sunday Bulletin.

***Insert for May 8***
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CALL TO CONVERSION AND HOLINESS

Special Need for Priestly Vocations in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
The priest is not his own

Long Form

“The Priest Is Not His Own” is the title of a well-known book written by Archbishop Fulton Sheen. This
statement certainly applies to the priest’s role of service, but it also applies, in an even greater way, to
the fact that the priest’s actions of grace, especially in the Eucharist and in the confessional, give life to
the entire Church. Without the ministry of the priest, the Church cannot live. In that sense also, the priest
is not his own.

The priest does not exist to propagate himself, but to give life to all of Christ’s faithful by the priestly
calling God has given him. In this way, he is never separated from female and male religious, or from
married and single members of the lay faithful. They are all in need of the graces the Church provides
through the ministry of priests, according to God’s plan. And the priest needs those graces as well!

You are invited to read Cardinal Rigali’s Pastoral Letter that can be found on the home page of the
Archdiocese — www.archphila.org.

Short Form

The priest does not exist to propagate himself, but to give life to all of Christ’s faithful by the priestly
calling God has given him. In this way, he is never separated from female and male religious, or from
married and single members of the lay faithful. They are all in need of the graces the Church provides
through the ministry of priests, according to God’s plan. And the priest needs those graces as well!

You are invited to read Cardinal Rigali’s Pastoral Letter that can be found on the home page of the
Archdiocese — www.archphila.org.




