Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Office of the Cardinal
222 North 17th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-1299

March 22, 2010

Dear Monsignor/Father,

April is Child Abuse Prevention and Sexual Assault Awareness month. | am writing to
encourage you to take time during the month of April to pray for the victims who were sexually
abused by members of our clergy and for the protection of the children who are currently in our
care.

It is important that we continue as a church to express our compassion and care for
those who have been sexually assaulted by the clergy, and for their families and loved ones.
We recognize that there are many others who have been sexually abused as children by other
adults. We pray and reach out to all victims of childhood sexual abuse.

Enclosed with this letter are several prayers and intercessions that speak to healing for
survivors, encouragement for all those who work towards the prevention of chid abuse, and
recognition of the harm done to those who have suffered.

| ask that you consider using the sample intercessions at Masses during the month of
April. They express our intentions to remember the victims of clergy sexual abuse, all survivors
of child abuse, and those who work to make a difference in promoting prevention and healing.
Also included with this mailing are A Prayer for Healing Victims of Abuse and Child Abuse
Prevention Blessing. These may also be used at special times and at meetings throughout the
month of April.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops provides other materials for your
consideration which are listed on http://www.usccb.org/ocyp/resources.shtml.

The lifelong effects of childhood sexual abuse include depression, anxiety, substance
abuse and flashbacks. The sexual abuse of a child impacts family relationships. For victims of
clergy sexual abuse and their loved ones there is a sense of painful betrayal. While the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia continues to provide comprehensive services to victims and their
loved ones, | feel it is equally imperative that we pray for compassion and healing.

| ask that you join me in this effort to pray as a community for the victims of clergy
sexual abuse, their families, and our Church.

Sincerely in Christ,

ardinal Justin Rig:eu
Archbishop of Philadelphia






